THE PAST AND THE GREAT STATE

Social Life. He has attained nothing of that fric-
tionless fitting to the needs of association one finds
in the bee or the ant. Curiosity, deep stirrings to
wander, the still more ancient inheritance of the
hunter, a recurrent distaste for labor, and resent-
ment against the necessary subjugations of family
life have always been a straining force within the
agricultural community. The Increase of popula-
tion during periods of prosperity has led at the
touch of bad seasons and adversity to the desperate
reliefs of war and the invasion of alien localities.
And the nomadic and adventurous spirit of man
found reliefs and opportunities more particularly
along the shore-* of great rivers and inland seas.
Trade and travel began, at first only a trade in
adventitious things, in metals and rare object; ;tml
luxuries and slaves. With trade came writing and
money; the inventions of debt and rent, n^ury and
tribute. History finds already in its beginnings a
thin network of trading and slaving flung over the
world of the Normal Social Life, a network whose
strands are the early roads, whose knots are the
first towns and the first courts.

Indeed all recorded history is in a sense the his-
tory of these surplus and supplemental ndlvilies of
mankind. The Normal Social Life flowed on in
its immemorial fashion, using no Ict1.cn;, needing
no records, leaving no history. Then, n little mi-
nority, bulking disproportionately in Hie rc-eonl,
come the trader and sailor, the slave, llic Uimllord
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